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SUBJECT: COLOMBO PLAN DRUG ADVISOR 
REF: COLOMBO 1421 (NOTAL) 

1. ATTORNEY PIO ABARRO IS PREPARING TO DEPART 
MANILA BY END JULY TO TAKE UP APPOINTMENT IN 
COLOMBO AS DRUG ADVISOR TO COLOMBO PLAN. HE 
ANTICIPATES EXTENSIVE TRAVELLING, IN NEXT FEW MONTHS 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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COUNTRIES TO GATHER INFORMATION ON DRUG SITUATION 
FOR HIS REPORT AT COLOMBO PLAN CONFERENCE IN 
WELLINGTON IN NOVEMBER 1973. 

2. ATTORNEY ABARRO HAS EXPRESSED HOPE HE CAN 
COUNT ON COOPERATION ADN ASSISTANCE FROM DEA 
OFFICIALS STATIONED IN VARIOUS COLOMBO PLAN 
COUNTRIES. 

3. ABARRAO IS WELL KNOWN TO OFFICIALS OF EMBASSY 
AND DEA REGIONAL OFFICE, PERSONABLE, WF.T.GTTRAVELT.ED, 

WITH LONG EXPERIENCE IN HIS FIELD, AND WITH 
EXCELLENT ENGLISH. HE PROBABLY IS ACQUAINTED WITH 
ONE OR MORE SENIOR OFFICIALS IN DRUG FIELD IN 
EVERYHMOUNTRY IN COLOMBO PLAN REGION. IMAADDITION 
TO HIS PROFESSIONAL AND PERSONAL QUALIFICATIONS, 

ABARRO NOW HOLDS COLOMBO PLAN APPOINTMENT RECOMMENDED 
AND FUNDED FOR ONE YEAR BY USG. 

4. RECOMMEND THAT DEA REGIONAL AND DISTRICT OFFICES 
IN COLOMBO PLAN REGION BE PREPARED TO MEET 

WITH ATTORNEY ABARRO DURING HIS PERIODIC VISITS TO 
EACH CAPITAL AND PROVIDE INFORMATION AND ASSISTANCE 
AS APPROPRIATE. 

DECON DECEMBER 31, 1978. 

HAMILTON UNQUOTE RUSH 
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